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California, Luis Gutierrez, Illinois, Sanford
Bishop, Georgia, James Clyburn, South Caro-
lina, Corrine Brown, Florida, Mike Doyle,
Pennsylvania, Frank Mascara, Pennsylvania,
Collin Peterson, Minnesota, Julia Carson, In-
diana, Silvestre Reyes, Texas, Victor Snyder,
Arkansas.

Mr. BOSWELL (during the reading).
Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent
that the resolution be considered as
read and printed in the RECORD.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Iowa?

There was no objection.
The resolution was agreed to.
A motion to reconsider was laid on

the table.
f

ELECTION OF MEMBER TO COM-
MITTEE ON VETERANS’ AFFAIRS

Mr. SOLOMON. Mr. Speaker, I offer a
resolution (H. Res. 43) and I ask unani-
mous consent for its immediate consid-
eration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 43

Resolved, That the following named Mem-
ber be, and he is hereby, elected to the fol-
lowing standing committee of the House of
Representatives: Committee on Veterans’ Af-
fairs: Mr. LaHood.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York?

There was no objection.
The resolution was agreed to.
A motion to reconsider was laid on

the table.
f

SUPPORT A CONSTITUTIONAL
AMENDMENT TO REQUIRE A
BALANCED BUDGET

(Mr. SNOWBARGER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. SNOWBARGER. Mr. Speaker, I
would like to express my strong sup-
port today for a constitutional amend-
ment to require a balanced budget and
address some concerns that have been
raised.

Opponents say that this amendment
would restrict the Government’s flexi-
bility. Well, of course it would. The
whole purpose of having a Constitution
is to restrict the Government from
doing things that may be easy today
but harmful tomorrow.

Our national debt is the single great-
est threat to Social Security. A bank-
rupt Federal Government cannot send
out any checks. The best way to ensure
Social Security will be here tomorrow
is to balance the budget today.

It is also said that the Congress can
and should balance the budget without
an amendment. Of course it should.
But by this logic we do not need the
Bill of Rights to protect our most basic
liberties.

I believe that this Congress can and
will get the budget moving toward bal-
ance, but a constitutional amendment

is necessary to prevent future Con-
gresses from returning to the borrow-
and-spend addictions of the past.
Spending our children’s money is far
too easy. The temptation to make the
easy, but wrong, decision must be re-
moved.

Mr. Speaker, I encourage my col-
leagues to support a balanced budget
amendment.
f

PASS THE BALANCED BUDGET
AMENDMENT

(Mrs. NORTHUP asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mrs. NORTHUP. Mr. Speaker, I rise
in this historic Chamber for the first
time to discuss an issue that I consider
infinitely important. Almost every
Member of Congress in the last 30 years
has run on the their pledge to balance
the Federal budget, and yet what we
have today is a Federal budget that is
a $5 trillion in debt.

Truly, promises to balance the budg-
et have not worked in the past. I come
from a State where we have a balanced
budget in our constitution, and it has
required the legislature every year to
make those tough, hard decisions that
have to be made each year in order not
to go more and more in debt. That is
what we need at the Federal level, so
that the promises we make in our cam-
paigns, the promises we make to the
American people, will in fact become a
reality.

I want to urge the Members of this
body to pass a constitutional amend-
ment so that the legacy we pass on to
our children rather than be a crushing
national deficit will be a fiscally re-
sponsible Nation.
f

THE NEED FOR CONGRESS TO
PASS A BALANCED BUDGET CON-
STITUTIONAL AMENDMENT

(Mr. GOODLATTE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, I
would like to speak today on the need
for Congress to pass a balanced budget
amendment to the Constitution. It has
been 28 years since we last had a bal-
anced budget. Since that time out-of-
control deficit spending has brought us
to a current national debt level of $5.3
trillion. This is simply unacceptable.

The Federal Government has clearly
forgotten a basic and fundamental fact,
the money it spends belongs to the peo-
ple. It is not our money to spend. It is
the American people’s to keep. And
when the Government spends money
that it does not have, it violates the
people’s sacred trust.

That is what has been happening for
the last 28 years.

We can talk about the need to bal-
ance the budget as the President did 2
nights ago, but let us be honest. Until
Congress passes and the States ratify a

balanced budget amendment to the
Constitution, annual balanced budgets
will not become a reality.

Consider the fact that a child born
today will spend almost $200,000 in
taxes just to pay the interest on the
debt. That is money that could be
spent on roads, schools, or parks. Our
failure to balance the budget is robbing
our children and grandchildren of the
opportunity and prosperity they de-
serve.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support a balanced budget amendment.
f

WELCOME TO REV. LARRY
CHRISTENSON

(Mr. SOLOMON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. SOLOMON. Mr. Speaker, our
guest chaplain today is the Reverend
Larry Christenson of Northome, MN,
one of the coldest places in the United
States of America I am told, and I
come from Lake Placid, NY, which is
often as cold as that, I guess.

Pastor Christenson is a retired min-
ister at the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America, and he and his wife
now live in the northern woods of Min-
nesota. Pastor Christenson has written
numerous books and spoken to groups
around the world about the importance
of family life. His book, ‘‘The Christian
Family,’’ has sold well over a million
copies.

He has been involved in renewal work
with the Lutheran Church for 35 years,
and he is director emeritus of the
International Lutheran Renewal Cen-
ter in St. Paul, MN.

The House Chaplain, James Ford,
shares something in common with our
guest chaplain today. Both were edu-
cated at fine Minnesota colleges, and I
understand there is an ongoing debate
as to which one is the finer. Pastor
Christenson received his BA from St.
Olaf College in Northfield, MN, which
is a college with Norwegian-American
roots. Further south, Gustavus
Adolphus College, St. Olaf’s Swedish
competitor, claims Dr. Ford as one of
its own.

This is not Pastor Christenson’s first
trip to the Washington area, my
friends. In fact, he has been visiting
regularly over the past decade, with 2
of his sons and their families living in
this area. His son Tim is an officer in
the U.S. Marine Corps, which is special
to me, and he and his family live in
Springfield, VA. His son Arnie is chief
of staff to the Speaker of the House,
who we all lean on so heavily, and he
and his family live in Fairfax, VA.

Mr. Speaker, it is a great pleasure to
welcome Pastor Christenson to this
House today. Welcome.
f

BUDGET OF THE U.S. GOVERN-
MENT, 1998—MESSAGE FROM THE
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED
STATES (H. DOC. NO. 1053).
The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-

fore the House the following commu-
nication from the President of the
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